Comparison of oligoclonal immunoglobulin G bands in multiple sclerosis cerebrospinal fluid by immunoblotting and immunofixation.
We previously analyzed unconcentrated cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) from patients with multiple sclerosis (MS) and other neurologic diseases by isoelectric focusing in agarose gel. We have now developed an immunoblot method for detection of oligoclonal IgG bands in unconcentrated MS CSF. The oligoclonal IgG band patterns seen after immunoblotting were compared with those of conventional immunofixation. Although immunoblotting was found to be rapid the resolution and intensity of oligoclonal IgG bands were somewhat better after immunofixation. Since immunofixation is simpler than immunoblotting, we recommend that clinical laboratories use immunofixation after isoelectric focusing to detect oligoclonal IgG bands in CSF.